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9: S—rF-o 
Italian Participation in the 
American Revolution 


I recently went to the local library in 
order to look up various participants in 
the American Revolution. After 
checking the available texts, reference 
was made to English, French, Polish and 
Negro participation. A reference was 
made to a General of French forces in 
America with an Italian surname. The 
author’s footnote read, ‘‘probably of 
Italian parents’’. This disturbed me as it 
ignored the fact that Italy was not a 
country, but a composite of provinces 
(some free and some under foreign 
domination). 


Since Italy was not then a united 
country, most of its early explorers 
served other countries. An example: 
Christopher Columbus for Spain in 
1492, John Cabot for England in 1497, 
Verrazzano for France in 1524, Marco 
Da Vizza for France in 1540, Enrico 
Tozi for France in 1680, and Frances 
Vigo for America in 1779. 


The recent work of Sister Margherite 
Marchione showed that Philip Mazzei, a 
Tuscan, was both an American patriot 
and confidant of Thomas Jefferson and 
Benjamin Franklin. These facts were not 
known in America, as Italian influence 
in early America has been largely 
ignored. Philip Mazzei was imprisoned 
by the British somewhere on Long 
Island in 1779. (See L.J. Forum, Dec. 
1980). 
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George P. Losio 


William Paca of Parma was somewhat 
known as a Signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, but few knew he was 
Italian. 


A recent study of war dead at the 
Wallabout Bay prison ships area showed 
a minimum of 50 Italian surnames. 
These soldiers and sailors are buried at 
Brooklyn’s Fort Green Park. 


Italian volunteers and regulars fought 
in either French or Italian regiments 
under the command of French or Italian 
officers. Many Corsicans also served in 
America, but this should not be such a 


surprise as France’s most famous 
General was Bonaparte, an Italian 
Corsican. 


There are reports that units of the 
following regiments saw action in 
America: Third Piedmont, 479 men, 
Commandant, Baron Pont L’Abbe; 
Thirteenth Du Perche, 1,064 men, 
Commandant, Viconte De Lan Jamet; 
Royal Italiene, Commandant, Chevalier 
De Broglie. Chevalier De Broglie, as a 
Marshal, was to command all French 
troops, plus The Kings Guard in Ile De 
France in 1789-1791. 


These facts make it more than 
reasonable to assume that units of the 
above served in America. 


Other records show that from 


Albemarle County, Virginia, several 
Tuscan Italians served; mainly Philip 
Mazzei, Philip Bellini and Vincenzo 
Rossi. The year was 1775. 


A booklet by Peter Sanmartino makes 
mention of two reports containing many 
Italian surnames: Historical files of the 
U.S. Army and Les Combattants 
Francais De La Guerre D’American, 
1778-1783. Fernando Escalia of 
Piedmont, Fernando Finizzi of Parma 
and Paly Bonaventura of Parma served 
in the French regiment De Gatinois; also 
with the regiment De Gatinois was 
Richard Tagliaferro. 


Bonaventura was killed at Yorktown, 
July 22, 1777; Tagliaferro was killed at 
Guilford Plain, March 18, 1781; John 
Bracca was killed at White Plains, Oct. 
28, 1776; William Mellone was killed, 
Aug. 16, 1780; and Col. Wm. Taliaferro 
died Feb. 1, 1778. 


Angelo Flavio Guidi, a scholar, 
examined the historical files of Army 
and Navy listings during the Revolution. 
He found many colonial soldiers with 
Italian surnames. A few examples would 
be: Stefano Almero, Vincenzo Curria, 
Dallino Guglielmo, Giovanni Norile. . . 
just to mention a few. Also shown was 
Michael Plassare of Ragusa and Joseph 
Pieri of Cagnano. They served aboard 
the French ship La Quedoc. 








